
Solving Brick Walls - we  all have them - but it’s really 
wonderful to solve one sometimes!

Peter and Linda Darby

Some Resources - you never know when something you read or hear will 
inspire you to solve that brick wall.  We hope you will find some inspiration 
here.

UK National Archives have posted an audio of a presentation on Brick 
Walls by David Annal - Even the luckiest of family historians will come up 
against brick walls from time to time. Dave Annal shows that everyone left a 
paper trail and that it’s almost always possible to find it. He introduces a 
number of strategies to help you get around the brick walls and dead ends 
in your research, paying particular attention to getting the most out of online 
databases and advanced techniques such as ‘family reconstruction’. - 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/brick-walls-and-lost-
ancestors.mp3 

A series of 4 articles on Brick Walls from a Canadian source:
50 Best Genealogy Brick Wall Solutions(Part I) http://
www.genealogyintime.com/GenealogyResources/Articles/
50_best_genealogy_brick_wall_solutions_part1_page_01.html 

50 Best Genealogy Brick Wall Solutions (Part II)
http://www.genealogyintime.com/GenealogyResources/Articles/
50_best_genealogy_brick_wall_solutions_part2_page_01.html 

More Great Genealogy Brick Wall Solutions 
http://www.genealogyintime.com/GenealogyResources/Articles/more-great-
genealogy-brick-wall-solutions-part1-page1.html 

More Great Genealogy Brick Wall Solutions - Part II 
http://www.genealogyintime.com/GenealogyResources/Articles/more-great-
genealogy-brick-wall-solutions-part1-page1.html 
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20 Things to Do When You Are Stumped - from FindMyPast - http://
www.findmypast.com/content/20-things-to-do-when-you-are-stumped 

Try Pinterest - https://www.pinterest.com/histgen/genealogy-brick-wall/ 

Six case study examples of brick wall and solutions from the Genealogical 
Association of Nova Scotia in 2012 http://www.novascotiaancestors.ca/
cpage.php?pt=248

Solving Tough Research Problems—Overcoming Brick Walls - particularly 
section C on  
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Solving_Tough_Research_Problems
%E2%80%94Overcoming_Brick_Walls 

Eat some humble pie and consider if you have made a rookie mistake 
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Rookie_Mistakes 

What if the records were burned or otherwise destroyed?  Some strategies 
for what to do next.
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Burned_Counties_Research   
Includes list of US Counties where this may be a problem

Document as you go - https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/
Document_AS_YOU_GO!  - may help prevent brick walls

List of articles from Cyndi’s List:  http://www.cyndislist.com/brickwall/
articles/ 

Another list of articles on  brick walls -  http://www.workingdogweb.com/
brick-wall-genealogy.htm 
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