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Digging in dirt - Canadian land records 
Tara Shymanski, professional genealogist 

website:  shymanskigenealogyresearch.com  email:  shygenresearch@gmail.com 
 
 

Alberta 
Homestead Records are available on ancestry.ca. Under the card catalogue do a search for 
Alberta Homestead Records.  
 
If you don’t have a subscription to ancestry the Alberta Homestead Records can be found at 
archives.org. First search the Alberta Homestead Records Index , take down the file number 
and film number and go to archives.org to view the microfilm with the file you want.  
 
For more information on Alberta Land Records check out the familysearch wiki. 
 
British Columbia 
The Vancouver Public Library has information on finding land records in BC. 
 
Library and Archives Canada 
LAC has land records .  This page has information on land records not listed below 
 
Land Grants of Western Canada is not the homestead file. It is the land grant or ownership 
document only. 
 
The Upper and Lower Canada Land Petitions can be searched in the database. The Lower 
Canada land petition is attached to the database but finding the Upper Canada Land 
Petitions is a two step process. 

1.  Search the Upper Canada Land Petitions Database. 
2. Take down all the information if you find your ancestor 

a. Under “Digitized Microform” find the microfilm that the petition is in and then 
search the microfilm for the petition. 

 
You can also find “Land Grants of Western Canada”. This searchable database gives the land 
description but does not contain the homestead file only the land grant certificate.  
 
Manitoba 
Manitoba Homestead Files are at the Manitoba Archives . You can visit the archives, order 
microfilms on inter-library loan, or contact them for information on getting copies.  
Familysearch has a Manitoba Land and Property wiki with much information. 
 
New Brunswick 
The Provincial Archives of New Brunswick has a searchable database for all their records. You 
can narrow down your search by selecting the category of records you want to view. Since the 
records are not online on this website you would order the correct microfilm in through 
interlibrary loan. 
 

https://shymanskigenealogyresearch.com/
http://www.abgenealogy.ca/alberta-homestead-index
https://archive.org/details/albertahomestead
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Alberta_Land_and_Property_Records
http://guides.vpl.ca/genealogy/landrecords
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/land/Pages/land-records.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/land/land-petitions-lower-canada-1764-1841/Pages/land-petitions-lower-canada.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/land/land-petitions-lower-canada-1764-1841/Pages/land-petitions-lower-canada.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/land/land-petitions-upper-canada-1763-1865/Pages/land-petitions-upper-canada.aspx
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-110.02-e.php?&q2=29&interval=50&sk=0&PHPSESSID=rgi7t06a60or2jdheocn6v65f4
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/land/land-grants-western-canada-1870-1930/Pages/land-grants-western-canada.aspx
http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/121654498/1/1?RECLIST&DATABASE=DESCRIPTION_WEB_INT
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Manitoba_Land_and_Property_Records
http://archives.gnb.ca/Archives/?culture=en-CA
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Land documents for New Brunswick can also be found at family search. Select the county you 
want under “Populated Places” and scroll down to land records. Then you have to browse the 
documents to find the one you want. 
 
 
Nova Scotia 
Nova Scotia has some of its land records online. Other records have to be viewed at the Nova 
Scotia Archives.  
 
Ontario 
Ontario land records started about 1850. Land transactions documents are at Land Registry 
Offices, some can seen online at FamilySearch and through the Ontario Land Registry website 
 
Land Registry Offices in Ontario 
 
Online Versions 
https://www.onland.ca   
Historical books are available for browsing now. There is no search available but you can drill 
down to the location. 
Instructions on how to use this website are here 
 
familysearch library catalog .  
In the search box enter in the name of the county. ie. Canada, Ontario, Essex. 
Look for “Land and Property” records. Find the “Abstract Index”. You can browse the records if 
there is a camera beside the records you want. 
Once you find the property in the abstract index find the land records in the same way as 
above and check the “General Registers” microfilm that corresponds with the instrument 
number and date. Once again, you can browse the records if there is camera beside the film 
you want. Look for the term “Registrar of Deeds” to make sure you are looking at the correct 
microfilm. 
 
The Archives of Ontario has land records you can order through interlibrary loan. The 
“Municipal Records” may have land related information. They also have Land Patent Plans 
for some townships. These records are maps of land and sometimes have the name of the land 
owner.  
 
Prince Edward Island 
Information on how to find land records in PEI can be found on the familysearch wiki. 
 
Quebec 
Quebec land records can be found in a number of places.  
 
The Land Registry of Quebec has a paid site to search for land documents. 
 
Notarial records are indexed at the National Archives of Quebec. Some of these records have 
images of the actual document attached to them. 
 
Ancestry has an indexed database for “Quebec Notarial Records – 1626-1935”. Some of these 
records have the original “Acte”(document) attached to them but most don’t.  However, they 

https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/New_Brunswick,_Canada_Genealogy
https://archives.novascotia.ca/genealogy/nova-scotia-land-records
https://www.ontario.ca/page/land-registry-offices-lro
https://www.onland.ca/
http://www.qbfhs.ca/how-to-research-the-newly-digitized-ontario-land-registry-records/
https://familysearch.org/catalog/search
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/microfilm/index.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/about/patent-plans.aspx
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Prince_Edward_Island_Land_and_Property
http://mern.gouv.qc.ca/english/land/register/
http://bibnum2.banq.qc.ca/bna/notaires/index.html
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do give the name of the notary so you can check the Notarial Records site above to see if the 
document is attached. If not then you can order a copy of the document form the National 
Archives of Quebec.  They have an ask the librarian or archivist link at the bottom of the page 
and have English speaking archivists to help. 
Ancestry also has an “Index for Land Grants” in Quebec. The original documents can also be 
ordered from the National Archives of Quebec using the information in the source citation 
 
Saskatchewan 
Information and instructions for records can be viewed here. There is a searchable database by 
name. Records are at the archives in Regina or Saskatoon or copies can be ordered online.  
There is a fee for this.  
 
Yukon, Northwest Territories, and Nunavet 
You can find information on land records in the Territories if you happen to have ancestors 
who lived there.   

http://www.banq.qc.ca/archives/genealogie_histoire_familiale/index.html?language_id=3
http://www.banq.qc.ca/archives/genealogie_histoire_familiale/index.html?language_id=3
https://saskarchives.com/collections/land-records
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Northwest_Territories_Land_and_Property_Records

